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BOOK REVIEWS 



The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. By Thomas Kilby Smith, 
New York: The Encyclopedia Press. 1917. Pp. v+318. 

Several series of handbooks on the States of the Union have 
appeared in recent years, all aiming to supply information that 
is needed yet each following its own plan in respect of order, 
emphasis and proportion. For Pennsylvania in particular there 
is a goodly number of publications that deal either with the 
State as a whole or with some phase of its development. The 
present volume combines the best features of its predecessors 
and adds others which are essential to a fairly complete and im- 
partial survey. 

Within small compass, Mr. Smith condenses a mass of data 
which otherwise could only be obtained by an investigation at 
many sources and through various monographs. In the first 
chapter he gives a general survey including physical charac- 
teristics, political divisions and statistics of population. This 
might well serve as an answer, in the first instance, to the ques- 
tion: What is Pennsylvania? 

There follows, in three chapters, an historical statement, 
showing how Pennsylvania came to be what it is — whence its 
people came, how they bore themselves in the struggle for in- 
dependence and how they used their freedom to build up a great 
commonwealth. The results of this development and its prin- 
cipal factors are then set forth in chapters dealing with govern- 
ment and military affairs, and describing the financial and indus- 
trial progress of the State. Emphasis is laid on the human ele- 
ment as this appears in "manners and customs" and in "condi- 
tions affecting the home." Institutional activities are described 
under "education and the professions;" "social systems;" and 
' ' care of criminals . ' ' The chapter on ' ' literature, art and science' ' 
records the contributions of Pennsylvanians in each of these 
departments and shows that in a State abounding with material 
resources and wealth-getting activities, culture has had a vigor- 
ous and fruitful growth. 
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It may be said, with justice, of this book, that its chief in- 
terest lies in telling of the people, of their life and tendencies and 
of the higher spiritual influences by which they have been affected. 
First among these is religion; and the chapter on this topic is 
instructive not only as furnishing information but also as setting 
an example of fairness and moderation. The Catholic Church 
receives its due share of prominence in the account that is given 
of its organization, schools and charitable institutions. But 
similar information is supplied regarding the Protestant bodies, 
and credit is given to their leaders and their contributions to the 
public welfare. In this respect the book marks a distinct advance. 

It also suggests much that is encouraging in regard to the 
later volumes of the series which the Encyclopedia Press has 
arranged to publish. A book of the same character on each 
State will be useful both to the citizens of that particular state 
and to all Americans, while the collection as a whole will form a 
unique history of our country. 

There is a specially urgent need of such books at this time 
when we are engaged in a struggle for the principles of democracy 
and for its salvation. The fundamental lesson which all our 
people should learn is the meaning of "our country;" and the 
best way to learn it is by studying the facts and institutions 
which in States that differ so widely have manifested and pre- 
served the democratic ideal. 

This volume, and its successors, will naturally find a place 
on the desk of the general reader who will welcome its succinct 
statements as an introduction and who will make use of the 
bibliographies under each chapter for further investigation. 
It will also serve as a means of ready reference for the busy man 
who must get his information quickly and in condensed form. 
But it will accomplish its best results in the schools. It is high 
time that our children, even in the grades, were more thoroughly 
instructed in American history. To teach them a few things 
about wars and battles and the succession of presidents is not 
enough. They should understand their country in the making. 
With a knowledge of their own State such as this volume offers 
and a proportionate acquaintance with the other States, they 
would be better prepared to see clearly and to act manfully in 
the crisis through which we are passing. 



